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Mechanism and clinical research progress of calcineurin inhibitor-induced hyperglycemia

LU Suna"*, MIN Qiuxia’, WEN Xi', ZHANG Ling' (1. School of Pharmacy/Yunnan Provincial Key Lab of
Kunming 650500, China; 2. Dept. of
Pharmacy, the First People’s Hospital of Yunnan Province, Kunming 650032, China)

Natural Medicinal Pharmacology, Kunming Medical University,

ABSTRACT Calcineurin inhibitor (CNI) is potent immunosuppressive agents and serve as cornerstone therapies in the treatment
of organ transplantation and autoimmune diseases, with cyclosporine A and tacrolimus being the representative drugs. Long-term
use of CNI can lead to drug-induced hyperglycemia, severely affecting patients’ prognosis. The pathogenesis involves multilevel
pathological alterations: at the pancreatic B-cell level, CNI directly damage B-cell by inducing calcium overload, oxidative stress,
and mitochondrial dysfunction, suppressing the expression of key insulin synthesis factors and promoting apoptosis; in peripheral
tissues, CNI interfere with insulin receptor substrate phosphorylation and inhibit the phosphatidylinositol 3 kinase/protein kinase B
signaling pathway, resulting in decreased glucose uptake and insulin resistance; additionally, CNI can also induce B-cell injury by
suppressing the secretion and receptor signal transduction of glucagon-like peptide-1, as well as by activating the nuclear factor
kappa B pathway to promote inflammatory responses. Clinical studies demonstrate that the incidence of CNI-associated
hyperglycemia is closely related to drug type, dosage, and individual patient factors. For high-risk patients, dose adjustment of
CNI, switching to agents with lower metabolic toxicity when necessary, and selection of appropriate glucose-lowering regimens
based on glycemic levels are recommended. Future research should further elucidate the molecular mechanisms of CNI metabolic
toxicity and optimize individualized pharmacotherapy strategies to improve long-term patient outcomes.

KEYWORDS drug-induced hyperglycemia; calcineurin inhibitor; tacrolimus; cyclosporine Aj; insulin resistance; pancreatic 3-cell
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ANIE] AEAE FIBLTRARRL, Rl id a5 4% B r A 255
I U B W) Ja R S P 45 I8 9 172 8 (caleineurin,,
CaN) , FH 7% 1k T 4f M2 #% X+ (nuclear factor of acti-
vated T cell, NFAT) () 2SR AL 72 , D400 T 48 i 4
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U AR, ONTAF 3 i A %) 43 HIL 2 e 7
W LI B AN I T RE A B 5 ZE HKT (insulin resis-
tance, IR ) [ &% 22 38 B0 ) FE DR 48 S i 45 2 Fh ik AR
ARLRGLER T CNLECZ Y o S ) BIFFE i e, H e
I WP EL R BT S 5 I DA I %o 54 e 5 A DG 52 8, DA
Ry ek DR 22 4 T 245 B AR IR 7 T 28 (i 4 e
Az
1 CNIFSZWiES MR H
L1 B EESE
111 SR NS, 1755 B 40 R T

FEAE A BRASS , #2055 S 1085 25 7~ (Ca™)
PR A2 fih 2 JR 82 28 43U 1) AR 5 SR TP ER AR TR R
i Ca” NS R A AS R AN 255 5 g A R T N
I (endoplasmic reticulum, ER ) /&40 PN 52 1Y Ca™ fifi 17
JE. CNI RT3 52 0 ER B 11 22 Je il 2 AR s LR 1,4,
5- AR AZ AR, FEUE AR Ca” i BRI M B, 51 & e
G T, WA ER RS, 2R R s S i 24
W o MERREA T L Ca™, I L e 2
G 1 B9 PE, BELAS IR — iR (adenosine triphosphate,
ATP) I AE R, T30 B B RE I AE M TIAE T, S I [A]
B, Dy i 32 401 1 LR A 23 1L 17 M %6 (reactive oxygen
species, ROS) (14 =R, 1M K ig ROS A E— i 2k
FAR DNA FIESEH, g @ 4. RS T, 45
7R 28 R AR A 7 RS 2 T ] 75 5 R AR B 3 o M B e £ L.
FEELTF I, S 3502 08 T 4 B DR R, 4 A AT 3 e
SR, AN, OCNIIE ST IAMMNEAITE,
1% ER L, MR 0 L 23 U0 AR A & 88 1 RN,
L R T AR5 R B 4P T WL, CNT3E i 15
T ER N IS AGRAR T EBE A, T30 B 4 MUt v /b, Xof
B AN B A B, DI T 35 24 W v IR P A o
1.1.2  FEEANIEL, & B it 56T

CNIBR 1 3d 2t 51 % & s ) 422 BUR A A, i
REfE B4 B A ™ A | Ak i 0 . L A s AL 2
51 B AL N ROS A 2B i, i Al I -+ — 48 i )
U5 & R 1 VU RS T 4 PR g v B A1 [P A S5 D e
SR I ERER R e A R L BARE R Rk,
IR R B (KO IE AT ik 2R fh L [m] S 5
BRGNS Y Re RN, 5 T B A T,

WE5E A B, CNI 2T B A0 P 48U Ao J A7, 32 it
ROS 3 A= 1, I 1 55 LA 420 B 1 R G0 AR BT 4|
LB HEE ST T 2 0 AN BOIRAS . Xl ROS Y&t
AR 25k BR MO E Lk AT BE , D)
REC LRk X 25 r= A 2 () ROS, —F M BEAERTE
BOBAENGER , FREL R B 4L 5" . eAh , AN A
FIREIIE B 40 M N R AR PR PR T BRSBTS 2 A
MIBET 8 B, B R W ie A T ke e T
R s I
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1.1.3 520 B 24 B A7 3 E

CNI A 3@ 1 5210 B 41 i A7 35 A o8, 2 5 25901
T MLBE A K A R it fE . CNIZRZGYh MR AT 5
JELIT PR SR PR B 1A R R 25 Tl v 5w W] 25
FK506 545 85 11 12, 5B 259 2 & W el i CaN
T, SERZ 0 B AN A AT ISP AT e 4E R, Heit
FUR TSR T, FE B A MR S R AR CaN i Y I A
Cnb1 B/INEHY, 25 B0 B 40 M) e 5 ot A1 s IR o 2% 0F
FE 47~ CNI AT B i 1o EEE T B 4 A AE 2V E T, DA
I 1 R 175 & 25 )P & IS 9 B3 B [ . Soleimanpour
SO e L, s B ] AT CaN i e, LIS NFAT #2:%%
A7, R g 1 2 32 AR 4) 2 (insulin receptor substrate 2,
IRS2) FiA /K-, 18 4o 5 MR i 19 JU LI 3-13 4 ( phosphati-
dylinositol 3-kinase, PI3K /25 [H {4 i B (protein kinase B,
Akt)IE PS5 T B AT T, 2B dUIE S E D> Dk
R, B2 | BT I W PR o
1.2 MEREESEHSUREHR . 7irZn
1.2.1  PEUR SRR S IREY iR 75

JBR 5 ZE ) S HAZAREE & il kA2 AR A B RR AL I
TSR, JEMI R AL IRS , VT T 17 PI3K/Akt 18 % , 45
RIS 5 24 OND W]l it Z FE ML T4
IRS {555 T, 32 HAR A 25 W) v IR 1 D Bl 2R 6
fiho B4, R R AR SO AR = e Ak 2 3 5L
5 Az B B AT RE A LA K B A AR s
B 15 3R 2 AR e 52 1A VS 0 e 1R A 7K T 1) B AT AT fE T 4R
PI3K/Akt il 1 , ¥ AN E 41 2UHE BOs >, 51 & IR, H
R, IRS2 X HE4F B 4 il B Ao U AN AT 2D 325 3 i
oy 2 T2 B 4 ML BE FE D JH TR AN, gE— 20 I 55 H
JiR 5 2 A BORn 3 ih e 1 M. FRIR, CNLIE ] 4% T4k
IRS BRI 5 B AR E M . 1M 38 5 R B, Al v 52
) A T4 PIBK/AKt 38 % , 38 o8 B AR Akt 25 1 8% R 1k 7K
-, 5K BUMAEF 5 o IRS BTG T A 32 s 2R 1 A5
MWL L R4 | 18 32 22 R R D A R o7 5 B R AL I 42
CNI A3 5 0 c-Jun 28 550t P FL 3l e h a5 25
A R IE IRS A6 1 22 Z R Bl R Ak, ot JEL 1l oy Jie
By R ZARM SIS 355 % S 2 1L, E 075 & S A
IR"™, Ling & &, i 5o 52 w] n] 3 o 1 96/ BRUH 41218
IR S2 5 N 1 3RA 7K, T 20 %, 51 &
ML IR ., ZF I, CNLiE L 7E B 4 i A4 JE 41 21 b X BH
W7 IRS-PISK/Akt i 5 , — 75 11 T U B R WA A2, 7
—Jr 5| & IR, W3 3k [F) VR S 202 1 & omE
K
1.2.2  sEmash R LU P 2 A

—J5 T, CNI A b T4 A0 i 20 20000 JB % 3 3 it
O E- 5 UL AT 0 200 e v TRS T ) T A R i R A S I Ui
PI3K/AKkt i i I |, D/ 2 il i o A 1 4 B A or
53Rk, I 4l 2360 IO A M 55— T,
CNI AT 3005 i Wi 20 2 rb B B A A D RS ie =S BB T 1R
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F Al AR DU T LA R AL 2L, AT 5 | A AR 0 25
BLYS A, ONT A AT 3 2 400 ) 2k 4801 00 A4 84 5 0 ik
I % & v (peroxisome-proliferator-activated receptor vy,
PPARY) , 1870 g 7 4t B AU WS BBURI IR EBE 22 4300 , ] &b
JEIR , T 5 245 0 e v A P A
1.2.3 X PI3K/Akt i #6301

PISK/AKt i BT R B 2R A5 5 5 S O DA, O
T AR A A i PT i T R iR i Sk AR S A AE D fk
2 OGS 120 52 B RN BB B 3R B S 0 WA
A I kAR ZE AL, DT S R T R
CNI5 5 1Y ER WOOAT S8 25 0 Ut Lo (5o F
R, PSR W LB 1o AN RESE I B 4H it
T, 345 T 3 2 00 ) A - 1 -l i R Ao TG 12 L TP R
AR, B A0 JE TR™ 5 b IR S50 A AT 38 4ok 4100 o) Jke &) 2% 3
% FEAK AKt T PETE SO , S RIS A ZE ALY
KRS, IA, CNI5| & 19 ROS AT 3 ) 8 75 [
T 8 Akt ZeBERR AT T | Dol R 5 28 4 WA 75 5 B 4
T, FEIEE ABRET RS RS 2R G 5]
i 2oF PI3K/AKt 3 i 4k 47 5 R A AR 2 s e g B S
T, % AT ] RE B S | R BEIR ARSI EREL A R IR &
A E TR 25 4P s IR S, B, PIBK/Akt 38
BRI 5 2 A5 5 A5 S AR Y Ak T A% O i, CNI
X P e A o ATl i 2 AL D2 (AR G e, AT
Z 52yt s s i B R
1.3 IthEE MERFER 1 %0
1.3.1 el B =y obs 2 ALK L Y& S o

Ji =5 B 2 AR K 1 (glucagon-like peptide-1, GLP-1)
F 1A L AHM G ST oW , A M A
PEEFI e R E . GLP-1 B ZFh A B3k, 46 b
PRI S e 5 KO /2 I i e A 26 40 b AR il
Y M 3G A S, PERFFTHRAE , At e 53 E] AT 982> GLP-1 1)
B M, 5 R 23 R B, % AF5E 45T C5TBL/
6 /)N B v BRI JE (4K 10 mg/kg, 228 JH) , I 5%t
M2 (B T KO ST LB, 5 SR o, At se 5 /) 21/
FRUIAL YR H GLP-1 KPS 22 I T XS RRLA™ e, At se 52
FIREID ] B 20 ML =R A5 2500, R
R A B 23 W AH G B 1 A R, T X S8 2 1 /& GLP-1
I IR T S HLRIR D IR B 4N GLP-
LSOV RE T TR X W7 TR FH AL [RIHI 55 1 B 48 HE7E
P BRI T LE R A3 IR K% 25 BB T, DA T ] I
BT, 175 K 27001 s IR
1.3.2 T4 GLP-1 2k

GLP-1 52 {42 MR G 2 FBIRAZ A i S 4R A
PG G A PR E T R 2R e ™, ONT 3= 28 i HAZ O
A IR, BRI CaN wh 14 T4 B 4 D g , ik
T8 GLP-1 255388 £ 1 %00 s CNILid ] 3 i
TR R AL S N B AR ILAE T L 55 B AH L% GLP-1
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Z ARG I e
MR,
L4 HippikIhge

HRAIE: B A RE AR A% . CNI AT B I 52
M 24 7 AR P W 55 DI R , 2 20 ATP & B /b 3 Jist U Al it
I /AL RY Sl 1 L AE T, 2 10 R A 2 W A1
i, £ k7 AR 4 2 ] (mitochondrial quality control,
MQC) HILi 32 45 2 BT H Lok iR 2L, T 4k 1 i
1B 4H L Dy i 5 b , 1 B2 2 FROMH g A2 0 & SR L
02 CNT-SF: 35025 WPk e IO 9 DB BRI Ah , MQC #1L
il 52 P38 25 T BUR AL BERR AL SR FEAIR L ATP & s 2>,
T L ) 559 1 A B ) e 5 2R 4 M RE 7, INTTZS
251 s I
1.5 SHRERESRERTKRE
1.5.1 REEGAEHFRIUEZ

CNI AJ [8] #2175 5 B Ik 4 41 Jfd 4% X «B (nuclear
factor-k B, NF-kB) #l1 il & F (1xB) [ , B0 % £ A% NF-
kB 5% WAL S AR ZE A, E 52 1 40 2% 2 (inter-
leukin-2, IL-2) IR IRSE R 7 B il y T 3R A 4le R L4
M- 2R, CNT AT 38 A3 380E NF-wB 3 A F R 5E
KR, 75 2 B P IS PR AR R T T T IR S R A5
ST IREE LA BRI 2L IR, i — DB 24
Yok s ) 2 A IR SORERUN 5 CNT B8 LY
B A ML 17 A= BRI VR, L[R5 K 25 1 s 1w
1.5.2  FHEARAEAN KA

CNI ] 5 14 G 28 40 i S AR -, 5 | & 08 M I
RIE, NS . CNIJ 2 TR, HAE
FG—A~ JCSHEAIL ] 2 BEL T 40 L A% P NFAT {55 7% =, 5%
W S BV T A0 Y K B Ao BB T 40 e
o R AR5 K 1 A B 3k A v ) S B R 4 2k
R JEAL AR BOYE T 0= R 5 )5, LT 0 WA ) R A
PN P B3 IR IR B 4, B R A % il =
e I %) % 2E™ . De Bruyne 558" i AR SMEERUAI 5
B, CNIASS AT 3 2 F ) TL-2 A= R B 1 T 4 Ak , 38
AJ 5200 B 4R TN RE , 45 e S0 6 8 v e Bk T 4 M A&
B JEVOHT BT T 4n 2R Bh v T 40 b X) B 4i i
AR A 2 X EE N — IR RE . XM SR
W1, B AR e s m] PG % ] DL IR e e A
PE PR 500 B A B8 N, R0 6 CD4” T 20 i 1) & v 4 B 1k T
AHARL ) A3 A DD . X — R B R T CNI Al o i)
il T AT 68 M B T30 B 4B A S AT e s R 1 55
T PR GE IV A o T A ) S el D) R A A A T
P T 40 i S5 200 T 40 AR S IR, 9loA R 2 1 7R IR
AT B SR R 1 DGR A ALY . CNT T S350y
B T A & 7 32 BH., AT BRI G R T D 2% g A
ZEL 11055 X5 500 T 240 L B4 4 A o) e 5 JRy 3 2 i
Jop FIER 55 451477 , e 2 B WM e s % & 2

VBRI 2R 03 U, BRI A 25 M
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2 CNI'FSAY4ES mERNIGKRT R ERE
2.1 ARABMEZREASERESZ
2.1.1 NEBAE

CNIE4 BB S5 LR HE R A OIRIT 259
SR KT (8 i 2 25 90 mT e 38 Jin 24 0 e v it A 1)
AR o FEHGE , B A 5 PR Y% (post-transplant diabetes
mellitus, PTDM) (1) SRR AE R Ky 20% ~40% , Ho & K
B 5 CNT 2R 259 (4 F (RP 26 il 7 R %5 ) & UT M
O TR AN AR B BRI R S R AR
W SR PTDM AR GRS PRI 2R

Kuo "% 15 463 44 A 32 & 11 22 I Z A1 534
KB, AW =50 % R IG B K b PR g B 1k S G 6 R
o MEFRHE, SRS B BB PE IR LA b
LK R 7 e s, 8 A Th it n] il , Al & Ak
PTDM () AU /I, CNI ] B 5455 g 40 R n &
IR, HEAGFEMIIRERER 5 NI EEEE o,
fifi AT £ R 2 e I A XK S ks

Saliba %5 % B, HH i S e A S B 30 kg/m'’
R B KRR ROR ST R P . XN it £
{141 JI F 4 2 TR TS e 225 M J T RVARE % A IH 7, T4
B E(E S S R IR, CNIA &R FACZEFL, [F
i H S 20 TR 508 Bk S 3500 TR W [0 e 75 i %
B | AT 5 2 A 2 s I

W R e % s 4 H B £ 56 st AL S a
KCNJ11 .PPARG . KCNOQI “5:#B 2 2 FUE FRIG %2 A 14 5 Ik
L™, TR SRS B R AR, W PR G B I s B il £ 30
W52 AIE 52 J& PTDM [ — A7l vy, B 5 2L fa o [ &R ™
i JEORE R 28 B« AT e 2 U7, 6 PR R CNIT s
(25 ) v U I 5, 384 75 b Bl 1 38 — kT i
CNIXT B 4 Y LR A ARG B T 58 — AT ™

A ST KB, PR T 2 5 A 1 B AR P
AT fE R R R R[0T T AL RN & 58, 7E
FAR R ) K Jie g Yk 2 B v I, DA 38 g |
O I A8 S R S5 AR I JRE 1 A XU R s i 1
PR AL MREE T 2 O 1042 ONT Y B 4l i 21
FHRUINEE IR AR , T 2 (R i ek J o PTDML,
2.1.2  H B

CNIEH TR B RIBME T R R B
A B e (B o KSR b . B B
PEVER I ER K Y CONT AT R 5 05 B ZM R 51 %
T LB, (R A R A T4 B R AT, NS IFhE 1
JE IR B, 2ol i U % AR XU Sk e, i
Gb, A B g MR B E A 1B SRS RS
Al B FHOR, JEI T RE B 5 06
2.2 KT iEES &7 REE
2.2.1 YRR SERE)T

by 5 B ] AT AR N B B A0 P S R 1Y
B IO 5 e 2 e R AR 5%, HAE DD R R AT LA
FEED A RFSE BN R R CNT 25254 (5 HOZ At va 55 ) )
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FEAEARBRBORS T 5S B AU D) BERR AT , X Fh ) B
B Fip LAt o 55 ) 45 T B e S IR R A Je B A]
PES, AN B ESEUESE M T IR R A b se 53w T
Gy BRI S PRI, A7 238 B O T R A
0B ) B2 W IR 8 R, AT e v 5 ) e A
IR ER AL A R TR A, AT B
1R 20 A VEHER OB R A
2.2.2  FEREZSPIRLEE

JBR 5 2 X T 8% RS A S L L AL T CNI TS 350
Wl S 2 T BRI R 24 A = i SR R R A A
TEHE, HEA RO Y] 5 CNLZE 25 A0 AR T2
HIORE, Ham AR & ZRIA Y7 7] B D2 B R A HE R
IO S R P B 5 22 ek e v 0 % U W AR
B R OB A 2

ORI 28 S AT, DA i 7630 o 5 U i, 34
W EANSE A 5B ] BRI ER A Y ISR B PRI AT A
VB CNIAH D25 o oA A e R R 254 . — H AL
AT FH T PTDM BYIRYT i T O RL SR 2
Fo BEMAERE IS, —HXUIEE HF 5 ohae A4 T
TIREN N B BAHZ

TR TV A0 ot 550 B3 T 4 25 W v o A, X
A IFE R SRR AL PR ) R WA R 4 . BESR
S, KUK IV 40 580 AT ek N 26 B AN L BE L1
TR & R 40 W, B RS AE 52 I R IR e TV
RGP VA% ST, >R R 25 808G FH 25 7 RGBT
PTDM, J7 3415 /i HA R /b, R B fth v 55 ) 1 245 e
% MUIRTS- 2L I RPN SV ISR s

GLP-1 Z AR s 371 v] A SRR 5 K R
B 4N HE I RE , [A] B RE A K BHAf .00 ML 45 2k 25, A T4
CNI A S e iR B, SV PRI 52 M R 4™ %
FKGYITEE O LR B A 2 2 v 0 1 A i
PRUESE , JCH LU B Bfti sz 4 s % .

WS WA 8 PR 24 245 40 W 30 o YRS A L PN PPARy 4% 52
TR R FEREREE T, 2038 IR, ] 25 ok L 1 245 v v o
BERIRYT o ST o 2220 ) B2 05 A At 24
Py fef 34 RE IR S R AP At WS 7T | 5 0 8 2RI FH AT ol Jile
By 2505, H X NI 254k B2 o] i s ™, (Hi% 2824
PRI RES | KB B, IF38 0.0 07 5 v R B 4 USRS .
I, FE A B AR PP RO B D RE O B O
B R E RO

BN A B 2 R 2 0] 5F) (sodium-glucose co-
transporter 2 inhibitor, SGLT2i) J& —J 3 I [ It [ bk 25
Y, e B ATK IR ) [T PT el i 30 L A8 4, B AT
RN, AEF R, SGLT2i % CNI T Eiob FR i
Kot e v AR 2 ELAH OGO il A B s HA W AR IR TT
HrE™,

oc- W T 500 R S8 Aok 301 /N b Y oo 20 0
Bitg I, 0 B Z B S ISR, DT R AR
BIGMBEACE o T el R EIRIZE 259, B AT (UA
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PN SCHRARIE 1 Bl S0 FH T35 7 AT A2 482 # PTDM
ARNEFNZ AR BT (HIZ 245 B H T PTDM &4 1Y)
SR VAT UG . AT, H AT i JCIESS
RUIP-R IO S CNUZ 7R ZOCTER 2SR B R
Jige &5 2% i U8 0] (AL R R RIS MG 1) 2% 28 ) 5 Al v B
AT EAE T, AT OC T HAE PTDMGYT R A F
FEARAM S AN, BOREIRZE 245 ) T e i 5 H B i i vk
ATP RS K3 18 R 0B 5 2R, (EL PR T e 2
AR R E G0 B AN AL T AT S P RGE R L
RSP A el o e 2™
25 I, NI & g LB A IR 7 0 3 LB DI5GB
FHRIATT 5 R XT ONTZR 25 S R 97 25 vk 1
0, AR W D5 R R Iy EAT R R R R L Y G B
S B, AR o k2D CIN ) S g T 46t A 78 B e 41
i) 245 ) KA i B , A L I e i ) R 245 4
FaEi
3 HESRE
CNIJE & B A A A B S e B 16 97 1Y “ R 17
251, WEUGE T A P B HAE R B 25T
o I © B 52 0 £ R 22 4 A5 A 1 oo 9 TR
e R, A AF 58 2 T, CNT 38 IO &2 A= A AL i
N KT —A" 2ol U R AT R 45, F0 45 B 40
J B AP IR A S E b e B A R B S A N
ISR, R B TR 8 3R o WA e 5 A TS
CNIHH I 5 M P4 1 AR 2 SCE A, 2 B I 0
JRYL SRR , I 1T RE S I RS A B iR o PR,
il 5 LAFHIBTS M 0005545 R TR A O 1 i PR SR s 225G
B M RRLX g KUK S8 1 CNTHIZY 05 38 ik A 25
FEAE S B FH RIS B o JZ= 25 , It Se e HI X CNI IfiL
2y e Ie N HLBAT 8% B R T RE AU R RE 254, I
VAR T2 XU, LASE S 728 Y% CNIAC 2R
A TR DB T2 S 223 i o0 245 42, (L3 B )
138 H ML 2 Al B 24t LR T T RG v DEAR i A= 4
PREI IR RA T8 . RRFTEEGIEMDTIE S IR IR
WAl I A e e AR R /N A T 28 S e ot 550 ,
FERGHE DY T SRS AL BT FH 2577 %6 Ol i Z2 2 R
Z Gt CNUIRIS R PEAIL , 5 8RR 7 580t , 7
PRAE SR E I iy R R, STt B AUk 2 e 5 K
WA
(B : B A R B B LB AR AR P 507 & %
BE R F 35T K )
S 3Lk
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